CHAPTER   III
ADONIS   IN   CYPRUS
THE island of Cyprus lies but one day's sail from the coast Phoenician
of Syria. Indeed, on fine summer evenings its mountains
may be descried looming low and dark against the red fires
of sunset1 With its rich mines of copper and its forests of
firs and stately cedars, the island naturally attracted a com-
mercial and maritime people like the Phoenicians ; while the
abundance of its corn, its wine, and its oil must have rendered
it in their eyes a Land of Promise by comparison with the
niggardly nature of their own rugged coast, hemmed in
between the mountains and the sea.2 Accordingly they
settled in Cyprus at a very early date and remained there
long after the Greeks had also established themselves on its
shores; for we know from inscriptions and coins that
Phoenician kings reigned at Citium, the Chittim of the
Hebrews, down to the time of Alexander the Great.8
1  F. C. Movers, Die Phoeniziert ii.     and rig a ship complete, from her keel
2) p.   224;    G.    Maspero,    Histoire     to her topsails,  with the  native pro-
Ancienne des Peuples de F Orient Clas-     ducts of their island (Ammianus Mar-
sique, ii. 199 ; G. A. Smith, Historical     cellinus, xiv. 8. 14).
Geography of the Holy Land (London,         3 G. A. Cooke, Text-Book of North-
1894), p. 135.                                        Semitic Inscriptions, Nos. 12-25, pp. 55-
2  On the natural wealth of Cyprus     76, 347-349; P.Gardner,New Chapters
see Strabo, xiv. 6. 5 ; W. H. Engel,     in Greek History (London, 1892), pp.
Kyprosi   i-   40-71 ;    F.   C.   Movers,      179, 185.    It has been held that the
Die Phoenizier^ ii.   2, pp.  224 sq. ;     name of Citium is etymologically iden-
G.   Maspero,   Histoire   Ancienne   des     tical with Hittite.    If that was so, it
Peuples de r Orient Classique,  ii. 200     would  seem that the town was built
sq.; E. Oberhummer, Die Insel Cy-     and inhabited by a non-Semitic people
pern, i. (Munich,  1903) pp. 175 sqq^     before the arrival of the Phoenicians.
243 sqq.    As to the firs and cedars     See Encyclopaedia. Biblica, s.v. "Kit-
of Cyprus see Theophrastus, Historia     tim."    Other traces of this older race,
Plantarum>  v.   7.   i,  v.   9.   i.    The     akin  to  the  primitive stock of Asia
Cyprians boasted that they could build     Minor, have been detected in Cyprus ;
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